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ings, and just as family likenesses are rarely apparent to
members of the family, so probably each binder, con-
scious of the differences between the bindings, failed to
notice their points of resemblance, And yet, much as
the bindings vary, they must have something in com-
mon, because students of old bookbinding have no diffi-
culty in identifying them* Our great departmental
stores contain millions of articles that ape or parody the
art of all ages, but should any of these things survive
for, say, two hundred years, the future museum official
will have no difficulty in dating them, for they all bear
the impress of the present time.

In the exhibitions of the Arts and Crafts Exhibition
Society it is customary to show a more or less compre-
hensive collection of the work of recently deceased
craftsmen of distinction. In these retrospective exhibi-
tions the effect of time on the work is very apparent.
Nearly everything could be dated within a few years by
any one with a knowledge of the Arts and Crafts move-
ment* We craftsmen are not conscious of any restric-
tions, but the fact that should our work survive it could
easily be dated in the future, shows that, however much
originality and variety there may be, there is also some
common feature that is an evidence of the domination
of the 'herd3 influence.